
Term/concept Ancient biblical framing Modern majority language framing 

congregation, church:  עֵדָה, ἐκκλησία people united by commitment people in a building, building 

nation:  גּוֹי, ἔθνος people united by 
relation/language/culture 

bounded geographical area, people 
governed by political entity 

sacrifice:  זֶבַח, θυσία offering to God/gods (often burnt) altruism at personal cost 

love:  אהב, ἀγαπάω commitment, loyalty, faithfulness feelings of warmth and attraction 

heart (metaphor):  לֵב, καρδία center of intentionality (will) center of emotion (love) 

soul:  ׁנֶפֶש, ψυχή inner life, self, desire invisible aspect of self that lives on after 
death (=spirit) 

spirit:  ַַרוּח, πνεῦμα principle of animation (from God) invisible aspect of self that lives on after 
death (=soul) 

holy:  ׁקֹדֶש, ἅγιος tabu, belonging (set apart) to God morally good, special 

righteousness:  צְדָקָה, δικαιοσύνη fulfillment of social obligation adherence to a norm or set of 
norms(often written) 

dog:  כֶלֶב, κύων symbol of uncleanness (except in Tobit) pet, in some cultures, food 

 


