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# Examples of USFM markers:

+ \c=chapter number
+ \mt=main title

+ \s=section heading
# Backslash markers identify pc

FM defines conter



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Backslash signifies “this is a marker”
Space after marker “closes” the marker and is required. 
The space is how the software “reading” the markers knows that the marker has stopped and the actual text to be read by a person has resumed.


USFM — Looks like this...

\id LUK 43LUKRSV52.PTX, Revised Standard Version, June 2003

‘\h Luke

\mt2 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

\mtl Luke

‘¢l

\p

W 1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative

\v 2 just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beg
\v 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closel
W 4 that you may know the truth concerning the things of whic

\p

W 5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest na



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Screen shows “Unformatted” view in Paratext. This is how the text really looks. Standard view modifies appearance to be slightly more recognisable and formatted.


Basic markers

# Mandatory markers:

\id \c \v \p

It is possible to create a whole bool

markers. You don’t need to kna
get started.

er common me



Presenter
Presentation Notes
\h  running header
\mt  main title
\s  section heading
\r  parallel reference (under section heading)
\ms  major section heading
\mr  major section heading reference range
\q  poetry
\b BLANK LINE in poetry usually
\imt  \ip  \is – intro main title, para, section



Note and character markers

# Footnote and cross reference markers:
\f ... \f*
\f + This is a simple note\f*
\f + \fr 6.7 \fqg silver coins: \ft ..
\x ...\x*

\X - \x0 1.6: \xt Mt 3.1;



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Character level markers are closed by a repeat occurrence of the marker, followed by an asterisk (which does not need to be followed by a space). The software “reading” the text understands that an asterisk here closes this marker.

“+” -  in footnotes tells paratext to insert an incrementing caller in the text automatically, e.g. a,b,c… (you can insert and remove footnotes without disrupting this order)
\fr – footnote reference verse 
\fq – footnote quote
\ft - footnote text
“-” in cross ref tells Paratext not to put a caller in the text. 
\xo – cross reference origin verse 
\xt – cross reference text

\bk – quoted book name
\tl – transliterated text
\qt – quoted text (OT in NT usually)
\nd - name of deity


Principles of USFM

#* 3 styles:
+ Paragraph: applies until the next paragrag
(\p)

+ Character: applies until the corresponc
marker (\tl ...\tl*)

» Verse: applies until the space followi

+ Note: Footnote or cross ref
the closing marker. May F




Principles of USFM

#* |f you use numbered markers, use them
everywhere:

or \s1, \s2, \s3

or \q1,\92, \q3

# \id and \h only entered once at




SFM documentation

http://paratext.org/about/usfm

em/files/usfmReference2 2.pdf - Windows Internet Explorer

r — —
éa http:.l’!paratext.ubs—tmng g

File Edit GoTo Favorites Help

5 Favorites | /& htip://paratext.ubs-translations.org/system/files/... i |

HEHL €S #8588 88 b

Bookmarks 5 Chapters and Verses

Markers in this :
e Nea.. ¥, \d, dep, \ed, v, Wva..\wa¥, wp.. Awp*

{b -
Introduction
Identification \cC_#

Introductions «» Chapter number
+ The marker is followed by the chapter number =,
Titles, Headings, and = No text should follow this marker.

Labels ¥ Example

’Chaplem and Verses Text - Matthew 1 (GNT) Formatting Example

Paragraphs ‘iol The last week in and near Jerusalem [21.1-27.66) The Ancestors of Jesus Christ
Foat ‘iol The resurrection and appearances of the Lord {28.1-20) fLuke 2.23-280
oetry Yol 3 This is the list of the anessions of Jesus
Tahles 51 The Ancesters of Jesus Christ (Christ, a descendant of David, who
w (Luke 3.23-38) was a descandant of Abraham.

aFrom Abralam to King David, the

Footnotes ‘w 1 This is the Iis:_of the ancestors of Jesus Christ, a following ancestors are listed: Abraham,
Cross References descendant of David, whe was a descendant of Abraham. Tsane, Jacob, Judah and his brothers: then
Perez and Zerah {tleir mother was Tamar),

Specia| Text and Hezron, Ram, Amminadal, Nahshon,

Salmon, Boaz {lis mother was Rahab),

Character Styles

(=]

Peripherals

\ca_#\ca*

StUd'_f' Bible Content + Alternate (second) chapter number.
+ WUsed for marking the chapter number used in an altemate versification scheme, Required when different
wersification traditions need to be supported in the same translation text.

[+

® i [ @R [

¥ Esxample

Text - Psalm 54 {GNT - markup adapted) Formatting Example

e 54 \ca 53\ca* Psalm 54
=1 A Prayer for Protection from Enemies

\d \wa 1\wa* A poem by David, \va 2\wa® after the men from
Ziph went to Saul and told him that David was hiding in their 7l 4 poem By Doy o
tarritory. froan Zioh went to Sl aid folal &

&) Unknown Zone | Protected Mode: On

A Prayer for Protection from Enemies

ey

¥ -



http://paratext.org/about/usfm

Any questions?
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